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2 Think About Sam and Fran

Fairminded Fran

"T think a lot. It helps me to
learn. It helps me to figure
things out. I want o understand
my parents and my playmates.
In fact, I even want to under-
stand myself and why I do
things. Sometimes I do things
that I don't understand. It's not
easy trying to understand
everyone and everything. Lots
of people say one thing and do
another. You can't always
believe what people say. You
can't believe a lot of what you
see on TV. People often say
things not because they mean
them but because they want
things and are trying to please you. I would like to make the
world a better place. I want to make it better for everyone,
not just for me and my friends. To understand other people
you have to look at things as they do. You have to understand
their situation and what you would feel like if you were them.
You have to put yourself in their shoes. The other night I got
mad at my sister because she wanted to watch a TV program
that was on at the same time my favorite show was on. I did-
n't want to let her until I realized that she needed to watch
her program to do some homework for school. I knew then
that it wouldn't be fair of me to insist on my show, since she
did have to do her homework for school. It isn't easy to be
fair. It's a lot easier o be selfish and just think about your-
self. But if I don't think about others, why should they think
about me? I want fo be fair to others because I expect
everyone to be fair to me.”
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People liked Fran because
she always tried to be fair.
No matter what she was
doing, or who she was with,
she tried to be fair.
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Whenever she was watching
TV and others wanted to
watch something different,
she fried to be fair.

T wont to watch
my show now! 1
want to turn

the chanag(!l

Haw about watching
the end of this show
about anmmals with
me? Then you can
watch your show.
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Whenever her teacher asked
Fran to help another student
learn something in class,
Fran tried to be fair.

Fran, would you mind helping
Alex out with his math? He
may reed some help
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Because she tried to be fair, and she was
fair most of the time, most people liked
Fran. But there was one person who
didn't like her. That was Selfish Sam.

Now Selfish Sam was just the opposite of
Fairminded Fran. He didn't try to be fair.
He thought that he should get whatever
he wanted, He was often unfair to others.
Sometimes he hurt their feelings because
he was selfish.
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And Selfish Sam would trick
people to get what he wanted.

DK, here s
haf of my
sandwich
ond some

apple slices,

How about sharing yvour
lunch with me, I fergot
mine, and I'm really

© 2004 Foundation for Critical Thinking www.criticalthinking.org



Note to the Teacher:

The templates on pages 21-24 may be enlarged and duplicated for
classroom use. These pages help children internalize the concepts of
fair and unfair thinking. The more students think about these con-
cepts and apply the concepts to situations they face on a daily basis,
the more they will develop as fair-minded thinkers.

Additional Class Resources:
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This manual provides
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. L classroom use. foundations for
Critical Thmkmg Explains basic critical using this book and
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- .'"\ better) 24 pages ur student worksheets.
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Price list: 1-24 copies $5.00 each;
25-199 copies $2.50 each;
200-499 copies $1.75 each
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Our set of seven classroom posters
keeps critical thinking concepts at the
forefront of teacher and student
thinking. Visit our Web site to view
posters. Item #558s $18.00

Using these laminated hand-held masks,
students will enjoy role-playing Naive
Nancy, Selfish Sam, and Fair-minded Fran.
These masks enable teachers to focus on
the importance of intellectual empathy
and fair-mindedness in ways meaningful
to children. Item #542p $13.95

To Order

For inquiries on these and our other resources: .
Think About Sam and Fran

Phone: 707-878-9100
Fax: 707-878-9111 Item # 543M
Mail: P.0O. Box 220, Dillon Beach 24 pages, size: 5 1/4"w x 8"h

CA 94929 e ) .
E-Mail: cct@criticalthinking.org Price list: ;;Z?BC;P'ES. $5;$0205%6Ch, N
Website: www.criticalthinking.org - copies 52.50 each;

200-499 copies $1.75 each



The Foundation for Critical Thinking

The Foundation for Critical Thinking seeks to promote essential change in education and society through the cultivation
of fair-minded critical thinking, thinking predisposed toward intellectual empathy, humility, perseverance, integrity, and
responsibility. A rich intellectual environment is possible only with critical thinking at the foundation of education. Why?
Becauise only when students learn to think through the content they are learning in a deep and substantive way can they
apply what they are learning in their lives. Moreover, in aworld of accelerating change, intensifying complexity, and
increasing interdependence, critical thinking is now a requirement for economic and socia survival. Contact us to learn
about our publications, videos, workshops, conferences, and professional development programs.
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